It is undoubtedly essential that, in employing artificial means to expedite the passage of the head through the brim, traction should be made as nearly as possible in the line of the natural propelling force; but, with clue deference, I submit, in the first place, that owing to the direction of the pelvic axis and the configuration of the pelvis itself, artificial traction can never do more than approximate the line of the natural force ; and, in the second, that the ordinary double-curved forceps, when properly used, enables us to make that approximation as closely as the so-called axis-traction apparatus, and at the same time much more simply.
To remind accoucheurs of the axis of expulsion would be almost superfluous. The classical brim-axis extends in an anteroposterior direction from the umbilicus to the tip of the coccyx, and in not a few cases falls rather towards the upper than the lower end of that bone. There are instances also, where, owing to its partial obliquity and the slightly angular application of the expulsive power, the head is pushed at the outset in an axis passing through the presenting parietal bone and falling in the hollow of the sacrum. The whole of its course through the brim until it begins to make its forward movement is therefore anteroposterior.
This being so, it is manifest that any traction force, to coincide with the axial direction, must be exerted downwards and backwards in a line passing at least the tip of the coccyx, but not unfrequently higher up 
